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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 
To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 
F only wear it in a land of Hectors, 
Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Pore. 


EE 


Wetters af the Slack Dwarf. 


From the Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 
a 
DISCOVERY OF A NEW GIANT.—Mr. IRVING. 

Fricnd of my soul, 

Another opportunity occurs of addressing thee 
upon the subject of these droll islanders, who are always 
playing some strange antics or other :— | 

“One prospect lost, another still they gain, 

“ And not a vanity is gi’en in vain.” 

The reigning novelty at present is a theological giant 
from the north—one who bears the plain distinctive epithet 
of Mr. Irving ;—but, who, clad in the mail of ability, 
sinks the dignitaries of the Established Church into un- 
yoticed oblivion, and attracts ministers of state, and 
ladies of fashion, to hear their own condemnation from 
his lips. These people are deeply religious, in the mass. 
There are many among them who hold the various creeds 
to be alike indifferent ; and who listen not to the monitions 
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of the bonzes. 


implicitly. 


entrusts himself, on his journey throu; 
as naturally as the lorn 
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.o think any mode of attack fair, because he deviates from 
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When a man resoris to personal abuse, he confesses that 
he isincapable of arguing ; though it is quite in character 
With the Mock John Bull, and the scurrilous Edinburgh 
Magazine, to rail at personal peculiarities, yet men of 
greater talent, and higher reputation. onght to scorn to 
imitate them 

A political writes, of great cminence in this country, 
angry that the people should abandon the vital questions 
which affect their welfare here, rails at Mr. Irving as the 
cause. ‘his is to take a very wrong view of the question. 
Those who follow him, would do nothing if they did not 
follow him;—aud upon the fisal issue of the political 
points of disputation, the followers of Mr. Irving, among 
the people, can have no influence. Besides, it is not to 


tie people that Mr. Irving addresses himself. It 1s to the 
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poopie, that is the common prvOpie, ate quite as QOOU as 


eizcumstances will permit them. At any rate, they are a 
great deal better than their superiors :-—and before the 
former can be much mended, tne latter must set them the 
example of reform. Mr. Irving sees this ;—and instead 
of runaing through the villag-s and preaching that la- 
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and lebcral to the church, upon lwo-pence firthine 


per day:—he calls out to the greater culprits in 
the higher orders to beware, for fhetr perdition is at 


at hand. 1 think this is the right and proper way of pro- 
ceeding. I hve often thought it hard, that the poor 
creatures who s)end such miserable lives in this world, 
should be uncondii onally dvuomed to everlasting misery 
in the next; and L have thought that the denuneiations 
employed against them, would have been much better 
directed against “ their bette, «,”’ 


ciety modestly call themselves. 


as a certain class in SO- 
Vr. Irving on this point 
agrees With'me: and instead of distr.cuting eternal econ- 
demnation, and eternal miscry, to the per animais who 
have enough of it in this world, he goes to the rerht class 


—that class which mes the misery of all the res., and 
reminds them that they had better have a care lest the: 
own turn to taste of the bitter cup be nearer than they 


have had 


are aware of. I commend him for this. We 

enough of pateence preached to the poor. Let 
now a little justice to those who are rich through 
the poverty, and happy through the misery of others. | 
only hope that Mr. Irving will continue in the right 


way—that he does not rail against luxury in others to 


us have 


furnish him with the means of becoming luxurious him- 
self. ‘This is too frequently the case with pulpit reformers. 
They preach to the ears and not tothe heart. They form 
a party of personal admirers, instead of a host of true be- 


lievers. The master is forgotten in the servant ; and what 


should be religion, is vanity on the one hand, and silly 
admiration on the other. If Mr. Irving can avoid this rock 
—and caution is necessary, for some of his own country- 
men think him a deity already—he will be useful in his 
vocation :—the more particularly since he has raised his 
voice loud enough to be heard in the “ high places,’ 


and among the ‘ elders of the synagogue,’—who have 
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become money changers ui the temple ; and rendered the 
church of God but little better than a den of thieves. 
Some hypocrites say that Mr. lrving bawls too loudly. 
but do such men consider, who he is calling to; and that 
he has made them hear! Why t' e Marchioness of Con- 
yugham, and what is more strai ge, the Marquis himself, 
has been to hear Mr. Irving! The Marquis and Marchi- 
oness of Conyngham, ordering their carriage to the door 
of adissenting chapel, in or ler to inquire the safest road 
to heaven! Was ever suci a prodigy heard of before ? 
The Duke of York setting out on the same errand ; and 
with all humility listeni @ to the scriptural declaration, 
that ** God is no respectcr of persons :’’—that a royal duke, 
and a commander in chief, are of no more importance 
in the seale of provid nee than a poor drummer, or a 
poorer chimney-swerp. ‘The race of court chaplains, 
‘“ who never mentior heli to ears polite,’ dare not hint 
at such matters. Bri Mr. Irving publishes them roundly 
in the very ears of ‘oyalty itself: and it is something to 
get such trutis home to them. [f cannot say that Mr. 
Irving will induce t! em to believe these matters, either 
upon scriptural auth rity, or his own :—but when fe has 
them inthe way of hearing these truths it is a point 
rained: and he does not spare to pour them into their 
ears. Ll eare not in what tone, or in what manner le 
performs this task. {| care not whether his eloquence be 
chaste, or turgid. 1 heed not whether his figures be cor- 
rect, or erroneous. Lf parties who attend him can but be 
convinced of the eve! of ther ways, 1am satisfied. Mr. 
Irving does vet ¢ ach to the people. They cannot get 
into his chapel. All the seats are taken: and happy is 
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he who has sectred a setting-place, to contemplate his 
prospects in the next world at hts leisure. My good friend, 
Mr. Canning, | understand, probably warned by the sad fate 


of his predecessor, is an attendant upon the ministry of Mr 
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Irving; in order that he may, at least, get a ghmpse 
of the way to salvation. Lords Liverpool and S:d- 
mouth are also visitors :-—-and | know of no two men 
who have more “ endivect’”’ mischief to answer for. {1 am 
glad to hear that they begin to look out for consolation 
i have been for some years waiting to hear that their con- 
sciences had been awakened: and I had begun to despair 
of any such result ; but there is hope now, that they may 
repent of their employment of spies, and the sacrifice of 
the comparatively innocent. {| remember when these men 
had so little regard for the sabbath, that they sanctioned 


r 


the erection of the scaffold on which Thistleweod anc his 


comrades sufiered, on the middle of thai lioly day. t heard 
myself, at the same moment, the church belis call the neigh- 
bourhood to the worship of God ; and the elattering of the 
carpenter's mallets, give notice that on the following morn- 
ing the bloody sacrifice of those betrayed men, would be 
completed. 

Did Mr. Irving deal in consolation, great men wonid stand 
in need of much at his hands ; but they are beyond such 
paliatives, and demand more caustic applications. ‘To see 
that they goto himis to prove that the “ galled jades 
wince ;”’ and it does my heart good to hear that they ar 


trying to leap over the wal! into the folds of the cle Lie 


ous. Itis true that I give them no credit for ectual re- 
pentance. I believe they aro cowards rather than peni- 
tents ; andif Mr. Irving does noi take eare they will fall 


into a false confidence ; and their “ latter state’? shall he 
worse than their former condition. 

The mock Jolin Bull of which I send thee a number 
now and then, wonders how its patrons can be so woak as 
to go to hear Mr. Irving. Poor fellow! he has beea hi 
own dupe, then. and really fancied the patrons of firs 
frenzies were clever men! He did not know then, that 


they were in reality a very common-place set of people 
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He had forgot that there are many jJourneymen cotton- 
spinners of more genius than Mr. Pecl—many mountebanks 
as able though not so fortunate as the jester at the mise- 
cies of Ogden—many hackney writers as good politicians 
as Lord Liverpool—many doctor’s apprentices as wise as 
the political doctor—many sow-gelders as able as brother 


bragge :—and many two legged pond-feeders as wise as 


his Grace of Buckingham, who hates the liberal Constitu- 


tion of Spam. ‘Phe poor mock Bull did not know all this ; 


’ | 


and wonders why they visit Mr. Irving! Poor thing !— 
Sinee he underiakes to defend all the measures of these 
animals, he ought to be let mito the secret of the 
extent of the faculties of -these, lis master Yahoos !— 
Vir. Irving may not be a Hercules in talent: but he isa 
true giant amongst such pigmies as the ministers of 
George the Fourth. [have not jieard Mr. Irving yet, but 
{ have heard much of the ereat men who visit him: and 
lam happy to find they estimate their own abilities as | 
do, ata very low cate indeed. Compared with men, M 
irvine aiuncrbit De ony auc. SOUL Compared with ¢ vi hers 
adunit is of incalculably Stiperiol Valtie. 

Observe that i am not giving avy opimion of the talent 
of the preacher. When i can ger comfortably ti to bear 
one of his doecivises, | will tell thee what tl think of him : 
and i may here grve him one pieee of advice: whielris 
nat lo publesh has dase MiP SOS . man vh »“evotesa \ eal 
loacomposition, may publish with prepriciy ; but he who is 


called pou to furuish weekly. discourses from the pulpit 
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paper. cigures ihbat apply toreibiy to the heated tmagi- 


nation of an audtior, appear overstraincd and out ol 
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rers among the great world, and more particularly sueli 
religious ladies as a certain Marchioness,may perceive that 
her senses have been affected by the well-timed delivery 
of some impressive phraseology, which, when examined, 
is nothing but mere sound to play upon the feelings with. 
Pulpit oratory is not favourable to correct composition :— 
and he who has to repeat his exortations, should never 
put his hearers in possession of any other record of them 
than remains of the impressions in their minds. These 
eautions are given in all friendship; for Lam really anx- 
ious that lords and ladies should be scared into some de- 
cency of behaviour: 





and if Mr. Irving can awaken their 
fears, he will do the world a great service. 

The mock John Bull is nearly frantic that “ the church”’ 
should be deserted for the sake of a “ dissenting raver,” 
as he calls Mr. Irving. The case is simply this: there ts 
very little talent in “ the church,” and, besides, Lords 
Liverpool and Sidmouth, Mr. Peel, Mr. Heber, and Mr. 
Canning, know how “ church bonzes’’ in ordinary are 
made. They can heed nothing about the preaching of 
men, who they know have only entered the church, that 
they may fatten on tithes, and fill their pockets with first 
fruits. Such men laugh at fox-hunting, and wine-bibbing 
bonzes of quality ; and would no more think of applying 
to them for religion, than to a tailor to supply them with 
brandy. But they do not know that Mr. Irving is a traf- 
ficker in creeds ; and they fly to him in the hour of de- 
spair, to shew them what they shali do to be saved. We 
shall see by their conduct, how they will profit by his 
advice; but | am fearful they are too bad already to be 
mended ; and that he will only have to apply to them 
at last the denunciation of “ depart from me. ye workers 
of political iniquity !’’ 


{ have told thee [have not yet heard this bonze, though 
i have heard and read much of him. Thou knowest | 
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aim but a poor. weak, sickivy Dwarf: and that it would 
bo dangerous to my constitution to mix in the crowd of 
lords in waiting, and ladies of honour, who are tired of 
waiting, and so come to seek some lord in earnest. The 
very e‘fluvia of their scented persons and perfumed pocket- 
handkerchiefs would overpower my puny nerves. [should 
certainly faint, and run the chance of being trampled to 
death by the crowd who attend to see great folks go to 
chapel. ‘The novelty must abate a little, before 1 dare 
venture. It isas terrible, 1 am informed, as encountering 
the pit door of the theatre, when Mr. Kean returns from a 
country tour. [therefore must not think of venturing 
yet, except I could persuade Sir Wm. Curtis to put me in 
his pocket, or to go in the Hi 


nhland costume, and wrap 


g 
me im his plaid, thus repaying by his kindness to a dwarf, 
the many obligations he is under to the Orphans’ Fund— 
on which, by the bye, | have some claim—for I have beeu 
an orphan these many vears. But the post waits. A little 
elf, who is about fo convey out to the south an abreviation 
of a treatise on the folly ofhaving éwo legislative chambers, 


has promised to take this for me to the nearest convey- 


ance to thee. Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The result of the trial of Mead has surprised us. We dare say 
he was glad that he was tried in Yorkshire now. The judge said 


distinctly, that if there was no attack upon his house, the killing 


of Law was Murprr. Now, as far as we.see by the evidence, ne 


attack was pretended. We shall look calmiv at the trial again. 
| | 
It really was “the Black Dwart’s Mr. Jollitle,” as we are im- 


. 


formed, who was dancing at the Spanish Fancy Ball. And why 
not? he has vot a new lease of his burough. 

The horrible execution of the boy Miles haunts us yet. We 
have obtained some curious matter on the “ Bank system,” which 
we will use in good time These * ; * * © MUST be put a 


stop to. 
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LOCAL ABUSES. 
FALSE ALARMS OR ; THE SUPPOSED REVEREND RESUR-~ 
RECTION MAN AND HIS ASSISTANTS. 

{f we had twice the the space to devote to local objects 
we could readily fill it, with instances of gross abuses, and 
flagrant outrages to decency and common sense. We oc-~ 
casionally select a few of the most prominent, because we 
would hold the lash in terror over the heads of the ill- 
disposed ; that the examples may warn others, by the 
dread of exposure, to keep within due bounds. 

A correspondent from Canterbury writes to us, to th: 
following effect :-—* On Tuesday morning, the 22d inst. 
a number of people were collected in the parish of St. 
Margaret’s, in this city, owing to a report that several re- 
surrection-men were at work in the burying-ground ; but 


om 
~~ 


on the arrival of several citizens who were anxious to seize 


© the ashes of the 


any wretches who might be disturbing 


dead, they found the reverend vicar of the parish, leading 


a party armed with pick-axes and shovels. Wonder was 
at work to asceriain why they came there , and the 


forces were surveyed with aninguring eye. ‘The firsi o 


them was a fine John Bull icoking (tcllaw, who ym bi 
appearance might be easily supposed to have swatlowe 


many a tithe-pig, even from the snout to ta 
lean and squalid appearance of the otners inaicated | 
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they had only tasted the uthe of one 
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people began to inquire what grave bad been robbed 
what father, what ¢ ild, what wife. what husband 
been outraged; and so closely did they press upon th 
reverend vicar for an explanation, that he found 


4° — r ; | Nl - i 
new to the Unurenh aoor ta 


necessary to retteat, and 
find a sanctuary. the door was fast; and ent 
into the citadel bein 


“4 vossible, the (ores “cre rT .VeLry 
appropriately stepped torward, as the viear’s herald alarms 


Having Obtained a paricy. fe said. the brave me: 
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“who stand thus armed around me, are not resurrection- 
‘men—he would pledge his word, his book, his amen,”’ 
(he is also parish clerk) “and his honor, they were not— 
“but good men and true, who had come to assist the 
“ reverend vicar foremove a head-stone from the grave of 
“@ young women ; because,” added he, ‘* we can’t get aur 
“ FEES! which I assure you are very moderate! for my 
‘reverend master hates extortion, and our demand is only 
“ four guineas for letting her friends put itdown.”’’ This 
ted to the inquiry as to whose grave It was ; and the name 
being announced, someone ran to the house of Mr. Ma- 
ther, who lives in the same parish, and informed him they 
were taking the stone from his sister’s grave. He repair- 
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‘ & My . . Ss 
ed to the spot - a 32 vicar, 


nd saw Mr. Charles Ficlding, t 
and said he was surprised to see Aim at such work 5 espe- 
cially after the executor of the deceased had told him on 
the Sunday previous, that if his demand was a Just one, 
he should have every farthing of it. ‘The reverend vicar 


replied, he should sf p no lonver ; and uniess our Ywurneas 
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were immediately paid, fe would bundle it cut. Only do 


pause here, Mr. Dwarf, to remember this reve 
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of four guineas was then made of Mr. Mather, who not 
being an executor, and thinking it an unjust demand, 
declined paying it, until he was satisfied of its pr »priety. 
The reverend vicar, however, would not wait for an in- 
vestigation in which the decision might have been gainst 
him ; but took the law into his own hands, 
Stated. 


as have 
Mr. Mather sent the following notice of t ie af- 
fair to the provincial papers : but they declined to ias rt it. 
NOTICE. Y 
WHEREAS, the Reverend Charles Fielding, the vica ‘of 
St. Margaret’s parish, in the city of Canterbury, did, on 
‘Tuesday morning, last take from me the sum of four guin as 
which sum I paid on account of the executors of a deceas. d 
sister, and to prevent a tomb-stone, which had been place { 
to her memory, and to prevent her ashes from being scat- 
tered over the burying-ground—from being removed ;— 
tne above reverend gentleman havin assembled a_ party 
of men to remove that head-stone,on account of the exeen- 
tors stating to him that they did not consider the charge 
a just one, and should inquire into the legality of it. Not 
having paid the money on my own account, | felt it my 
duty to demand a stamped receipt, which the Rev. Mr. 
Fielding refused to give : and having applied at his house, 
and he still refusing to give me one, I can bat pronounce 
that it looks very much like a wrong transaction; and | 
now call upon him, for the satisfaction of all parties if he 
has not received that sum of money, now to declare it, 
or ever hereafter to hold his peace. 
THOMAS MATHERS 


St. Margaret-street, Canterbury, ? 
July 238, 1823. § 


Our correspondent concludes by asking now the tree- 
hold of the church-yard canbe in the priest, waen the 
parish buy the ground; and informs us that the church 
warden told “Vir. Mathers the reverend gentieman | 


aad 


made this claim upon him, because he had demauded at 
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the viear by what law fe required twentv-four shillings 
per year for tithes ou his house. Tho 


ee 


vicar not beng able 
to prodnce the law, Mr. M. refused to pay the tithe ; and 
this, ac -ording to the churchwarden, drew upon him the 


harge of the four guineas, for the tomb-stone fee. 


As this matteris over, the money being paid, and there 


Heine no chance of making the reverend gentieman re- 


fund, the mere statement of the facts is all the atonement 


} P * -¢ > yr MT. a . 
tole had; but we almost regret that Mr. Mathers did 
nit place himself upon the head-stone, and bid them 
+ a. 4 a? —_ , -# 
vv it touch him at their peri 


=} et 


None of these tees are sanctioned by any general law. 


‘they all originate in ¢ 


le:ral claim to them. But while men will pay them, they 


must not blame the priest for taking them. If he could 
have obtained the fee ina legal manner, he would have 
done so. W lion a man ivecurs a debt, he may be sued 
for it. As none could not be sued tor those fees, they are 
not legal debts :—and really the Church ought to be made 


ustom, ee the priest can have no 


to be contented with its tithes, forall the services it per- 
forms. 





es 


SS ee Me At RN SES ok was Beau ‘ae 


COURT OF CHANCERY. 

The severe attacks to which the Lord Chancellor has 
been subjected of late, appear to have touched him some- 
what; aud to have reiscd his friends to a defence of the 
system which ie ia his Court. One of them has 
published a pamphlet, in which itis attempted to be 

shewn that there is no cause for complaint;—that the 
Chancellor is ths best man and the greatest lawyer inthe 
world; and that the people ought to be very well satisfied 
with him. ‘This is all very fine; but folks will be unrea- 
sonable ; and after all that can be said upon the subject, 
there is great expense and delay, and trouble in a Chan- 
cery suit; and the opinion is that the Lord Chanceilor 
m? °s more by the Court than the suliors. It is very un- 
reas iable, we dare say, to complain of this; but folks 
will grumble ; and the Court of Chancery has always 
been.a gr umbling-stock, and will proba! bly always remain 
so. The pamphletin question very ac utely remarks that 
“nothing can be more selly and untair than to cast reilec- 
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‘introduction of new measures. ft is too early yet, to 
send a manifesto from:>a German Diet 
English Journal—but this is a matter which may follow 
the mareh of the Holy Alliance, if it should not receive 
mortal wound in Spain. We ha 
who would lend themselves to the : sttablishm nt of all 
inguisition, or a temporal despotism, as readily as they 
sell themseives to the relgning taction. Vhe Bridge- 
street Club would furnish out a list 
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FLOGGING OF WORKMEN. 

e have received from Leeds a statement of an atrocity, 
compared to which the flogging of soldiers for military 


offences, sink into comparative trifling with human hap- 





piness. We can hardly credit the statement, though we 


have the evidence of the Leeds Merexry for its truth. ‘Pwo 


Magistrates, one of them the present Mayor of Leeds, 
without trial, without jury, without hearing a defence, 


ordered a workman to be FLOGGED, for an alleged, but 
unproved segiect of hisemployment. We willnot spare 
you Mr. Sadler, sive: or: nor you Mr. Tenant, Magistrate ! 
You shali have it as soundly as we can apply our goose- 
quill to the brains of such—-men—we were going to say— 
but Magistrates |—Heaver help us! 


Oe > Pe A AS a A ik a A ee he 





A WORD IN BEHALF OF SPAIN, TO AN EMI- 
NENT POLITICAL WRITER. 


» the Editor. 


S1 R,—lt Is With mych pain, that | observe the OpINIONS 





which a great political writer so frequently puts forth, 
relative to the Bourbon crusade against the rights of na- 
tions. How such a writer can attempt to justify such a ne- 
farious proceeding, | am completely at a loss to discover. 
I have been a steady reader of this gentleman’s writings 
for a long time; and many are the difficultics in which ] 
have been placed, by advogating those principles which 
his writings have fixediu my mind; but in this case, of 


‘ 


the French invasion of Spain, Lam totally at variance with 
him; and | believe he is staggering many of his friends, 
at the same time that he is enabling his old enemies to 
take muc!: advantage of the circumstance. This gentle- 
man says that the war is popular in France, among all 
classes. ‘Vinis | will deny: and this denial is grounded on 
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the report of a very able and intelligent young man who 
has only returned from France sinee Sunday, 13th July. 
This person has performed a journey through great part of 
France on foot: and availed himself of every opportunity 
io obtain the opinions of the middling, and the useful 
classes, as to the “punish invasion, all whodare open their 
mouths upon the subject, reprobaied the transaction ; and 
lamented the circumstance of their countrymen having 
now to fight to restore despotism, tithes, and priestcraft, 
when thirty years ago the French solaicrs were engaged 
in awar, to promote the cause of hberty among ail nations. 
A French peasant near Arras, said ‘ if the Spaniards are 
subdued, we shall have the old state of priesteraft intro- 
daced inio France; and then ‘ Vive L’Emperenur’ must be 
ourcry again. Formerly our motto was ‘ the nation, the 
Law, and the King,’ as cxpressed on our money. Now it 
is the King, the Law, and the Nation. The nation is trod- 
den under foot atid reputed as nothing.’’ ‘These and such 
like cxpressions, give, in my opinion, proofs that the war 
is nof popalarin France. | understand, that the traveller 
is often accosted to know whatis the state of things in 
Spain, aid the people appear much gratified at the man- 
ner with which the English people have expressed their 
feelings on this demon-like attempt to fetter the human 
mind. But in Paris, the tongues ofthe people, (when in 
ihe presence of a stranger) appear to be completely tied. 
if the stranger introduces any political question, it is with 
} 


rome difiiculty that their opiniors on this subject can be 


elicited. Under the present reign of terror, not a senti- 


ment dare they express, refecting on the iniquitous pro- 


eoeding of the “ paternal government.” Spies surround 
them on all sides, and the ever vigilant police, holds its 
yon hand over them. so a3 compleiely to stifle the public 


voice! In the country, the public expression is not so con- 


fined : aud as additicnal proofs of the unpopularity of the 
No a Vol x 
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war, I beg fo call your attention to the number of those 
papers that advocate the liberal side of polities. Such for 
instance as the Constitutionelle, which disposes of 12.060 
copies, the Pilote, and others, the principles which those 
papers advocate, and which have such an extended circn- 
lation, must in some degree be the sentiments of the people 
among whom those papers are circulated. And again, so 
great is the opinien of the Parisiaus, relaiive to the con- 
duet of Mercier, that, at this time there are four engraved 
portraits of this celebrated person, (and by 2s many diffe- 
rent artists,) and, which portraits have a most extensive 
private sale in Paris. ‘Two portraits of Sir R. Wilson are 
in similar demand. ‘These prints, {am informed are not 
publicly exposed for sale, but hung against the wall, 
nearly covered by other works. This circumstance alone 
shews what is the opinion of the people of France. 

The public writer, that I have hitherto been alluding 
to, has lately been endeavouring to prove, that the people 
of France, enjoy a much greater share of liberty than the 
people of England. The contrary 1 believe to be the fact. 
There is an instance of the state of the press, within the 
last fortnight. Two Paris papers have been suppressed , 
namely, the Miroir and the Sphinx, besides the extinction 
of a Journal at Roven, and another at Marseilles, and by 
that quick mode oj proceeding, the injunction of the minis- 
ter of the interior to the printer. ‘These suppressions and ex- 


tinctions have taken place in consequence of the undaunted - 


and liberal expressions of the editors of the said papers, on 
the subject of the Spanish war. The Courier Francais, and 
the Pilote have come in fora share of the ministers’ dis- 
pleasure for similar transgressions ; such is the liberty of 
the press in France, under the Bourbon Government.— 
I ask if we have any thing like this in En; land ?— 
Certainly we have not. In England, if a newspaper 
should contain any libellous matter, the editor is proceeded 


ie Rae 
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against, either by indictment, or information. During 
the process of either of ihese modes of law, the paper is 
~ still published ; and even after the conviction of an edi- 
tor, there is no suppression of the Newspaper. In this 
matter I think, we in England have the advantage ; but 
how long we may continue to lold t!is superiority, it is 
impossible for any person to say, for ] am one of those 
silly people, who entertain the opinion, that as soon as 
the despotic compact, or, what is blasphemously called the 
Holy Alliance, feel themselves strong enough, they will 
just take the liberty of poiating out to our ministers, what 
newspapers or other periodical works, it is their desire 
should be prohibited. This may be condemned as a wild 
notion ; but 1 think the recent proceedings of the holy des- 
potic compact, fully justify such conclusion. Therefore itis 
of the highest importance, that the people of England should 
not be misied, as io the nature or extent of freedom that 
the people of Franee experience under the mild and pater- 
nal government of the Boursons. it has been observed 
that the French Government levy a duty on all articles of 
food that pass the barriers of Paris ; this has been ascribed 
to the wisdom and foresight of the French to prevent the 
city of Paris becoming too large, or growing into a wen. 
fam given to understand, that these duties have been 
paid for many years past; and for no other purpose than 
to raise money for the Governmeat. There is no room to 
brild within the city of Paris, but the suburbs have in- 
creased very muci; aad would increase much more if 
the French were like us, speculative bualder3—but on the 
eoutrary a house is rarely built till it is wanted. There 
is no running up whole rews of houses, and then looking 
out for tenants, as is the case in England. My motive in 
endeavouring to draw the attention of my fellow country- 
mer, to an accurate examination of the matters, has led 
me to commit to paper these few and unconnected remarks, 
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in hope that | might by so doing stir up a spirit of inquiry - 
and that some individual, capable of doing the thing 
as it ought to be done we 1] doubt not bat there 
are many) would lay before the public, a correct state 
of the public opinion in France. As there are men of 
liberal opinions in France, let acommuaication of sentiment 
take place between the PEOPLE of the two countries, 
and let us put astop to that diabolical notion, that where 
there is some little geoxraphical distinction, that those 
thus situated, (notwithstanding all men are formed after 
the image of the Creator) must of necessity be the natural 
enemies of each other. Isay it is time that the work 
understood these things batter: long enough has the 
blood of the human race been shed, for no other apparen 
purpose than to give premiums to the greatest adept in 
human butchery! and to encourage by high reward and 
empty titles a thirst for blood, or in 1 the phrascology of the 
day “ military glory and national grandeur: and this will 
continue to scourge mankind as long as the interests of the 
many are sacrificed to the amition of the few, who im- 
piously declare that they are delegates of God, to goveri 
their fellow men. it is not ides any feciings of animosity 
to Mr. Cobbett that I have made these remarks; for | 
hereby thank that writer for having at so many times put 
many political matiers in such plain language, that the 
meanest understanding could comprehend them. For fis 
vast talent and industry | consider him entitled to my hum- 
ble thanks ; but on this affair of the state of Franee I think 
he has been misled, therefore 1 trust he will reconsider the 
subject and endeavour to come at the truth. 
Yours, &c. J. W. 

P.S. As a proof that I set some value on Mr. Cobbett’s 
opinion, I state that during the winter [ walked 25 miles, 
cross roads, in Surrey, to be present at one of his rustic 
harrang ues. 
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REVIEW OF THE POLICY OF MAJOR CART- 
WRIGHT’S WORK ON THE ENGLISH CON- 
STITUTION, AS APPLICABLE TO OTHER 
NATIONS. 

To the Eititer. 
Enfield, July, 1823. 
Sin,—The undersigned is a retired septuagenarian, who 
in carly life was one of those things called a man of fashion, 
although always more addicted to reading and contempla- 
lion, thaa to gaming, to figuring at the opera, or to court 
daugling; and far move relishing the company of the 
well-informed, who valued knowledge as the means of 
usclalnoss, than the society of mere gentlemea or mere 
lords, whatever might be their fashionable accomplish- 
ments, or the estimation in which they held their own 
consequence. 
Being, Sir, the proud and affectionate parent of a son, 


who inherits his father’s taste for literature and usefaluess, 


that son, after spe rea: three years al Cambridge, has 
taken chamb rs at Li eolu’s Inn, for studying the law aad 


constitittion, but ae apeenariee till Michaelmas next, he 
has taken a trip to Paris, pacily for amusemem*, and partly 
to coflect books he could not find in London. On the eve 
of his departnre he sent me “ The English Constitution 
Produced and Llastrated,” by Major Cartwright ; which he 
had read with an inquisitive eye, as [ learn: r from his 
mareinal notes, mostly in the form of queries, requesting 
L would ob! ize him with my opinion on that book. 

Should you, therefore, think what [have written worthy 
ofa placein your publication, aad that if may be useful to 
other students of our law and constitution (old or young) as 
wel} as to my son, it Is at your service. If when in print you 
can flasward it to Paris, according to the enclosed address, 
my son will have a double pleasure, for he aiways listens 
to his f father witha most affectionate parti iality,and greatly 
admires the tendency of your writings, as in the true spirit 
of patriotism, as Ww ell as of general uscfuluess to mankind. 

An opinion of a book, if given with consideration, is of 
course a Review, ‘Vo you, Mr. Editor, itis wanecessary to 
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remark the great prevalence at present of a taste for fe- 
VIEWING ; insomuch as, that even those whose office it Is 
to review armies, are likewise beco.ne reviewers of new 
literarary productions, especially constitutions. Indeed 
the old political soldier who has produced my son’s new 
book, has evidently reviewed the English constitution, not 
only with a legal and legislative, but likewise with a 
military eye; as with a royal eye a certain Bourbon gene- 
ralissimo, having in his traina hundred theusand assistant 
critics, is now reviewing the Spanish constitution, with a 
declared design of issuing from the Paris press, a new folio 
version, to be splendidly bound in calf, with gilt tips and 
clasps. 

One of the generalissimo’s fast friends, a protestant am- 
bassador, it is said, is to compose a dedication to the Holy 
Alfiance ; another protestant ambassador to produce a 
preface in praise of the inquisition ; and a third ambassador, 
of the Greek church to contribute a masterly Abridgment 
of the Law of Nations; as well as a new and elaborate 
project for a eommanding Balance of Power. 

This French version of the Spanish constitution is like- 
wise, it seems, to be enrolled witha copious dissertation 
from the pens of Prince Metternich and Professor Gentz. 
on absolute monarchy, as the sole source of law, of social 
order, civilization, human virtue, freedom, content, and 
happiness ; ; and the only safeguard of a right faith in reli- 
gion. Monsieur Chateaubriand, with the aid of profound 
English politicians, both in and out of power, is to furnish 
an elegant panegyric on triple legislation, by two chambers 
and a veto king, pure fountain of aristocracy and honour, 
9s well as head of the chureh ; ; with boundless patronage, 
uncounted secret service money, and an endless roll of un- 
defined prerogatives; and, asthe sun of the system, with 
a genial influence on which its light and existence must 
depend. 

An appendix, extracted from the writings of divines, 
Pagan, Mahomedan, Jewish, and Christian, especially of 
a few English bishops, it is affirmed, will contain convine-~ 
ing arguments, that passive obedience and prostration of 
understanding are the true secrets for arriving at buman 
perfectability : and the whole is to be illustrated with 
voluminous notes, from able diplomatists who attended the 
councils of Trappeau, Laybach, and Verona. 

But seeing, Mr. Editor, if I mistake not, that the 
Major’s work, although apparently relatingonly to Eng- 
land, may perhaps yet produce 2 oveater effects in Spain than 
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the Freuch work now in hana ; and likewise seeing that 
universal abhorrence in our sation of the French review 
of the Spanish Constitution, is the cause of our universal 
attention to its progress; this circumstance may also 
cause ere long a considerable attention to the Major’s 
work, which supplies, according to my judgment, the 
best remedy hitherto prescribed for any and every disease 
of a state, proceeding from an infirm, an abused, or 
a decayed constitution, whatever may be the symptoms of 
the disease. 

[ fearn, indeed, that native Spantards are now zealous- 
ty occupied In translating ‘nto their own tonrue this work 
of our old political soldier: and of condensing within a 
small compass its stmple principles, and its vital spirit of 
omnipotent truths: for doing the same good service in 
Spain as Paine’s “ Common Sense” did in Ameries, when 
fighting for her freedom. This being the case, who shall 
Say that thus adding to the destructive arms of the Gue- 
rillas a potent mental artillery, shali not so rapidly in- 
crease their nunbers and their prowess, as, in due time, 
shall enable them either to drive back or anuthilate the 
brutal and boasting invaders; crowning Sparta with as 
clorious a triumph as adorned the brow of victorious 
America: leaving her at leisure to consolidate a new 
constitution, on solid foundations. 

Are not such the natural means of giving aright ditrec- 
tion to the thoughts and the pens of ‘the Sp: mish literati. 
and through them fortfiing the minds of her patriots to 
endure, with their proverbial constancy, all that war can 
inflict upon them, until the Cortes shall be in a condition | 
to render their country Bourbon-proof, inst ad of crouching 
to Bourbon dictation, or longer succumbing under Bour- 
bon tyranny ? 

Farther to explain what is here attributed toa work on 
the Engtish Constitution, tn respect of another country, 
it is necessary to observe, that it may be only when a 

nation is actually in the crisis of a sanguinary struggle 
between freedom and slavery, (as in “America, half a 
century back) that the simple, self-evident principles of 
coverument, operating on the common sense of the mul- 
titude, produce their natural effects, and suddenly work 
creat changes. The Spaniaris, having fatled in one de- 
fective experiment, and now sensible of their error, are 
well prepared for a better conduct. Now. seeing that 
their ill-digested, cumbrous constitution imposes on them 
+ tien: king : and that the continuance of a Bourbon 
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king excludes the possibility of a secure and tranquil 
freedom, the formin x of a new and improved constitution 
is forced upon them. In such a conjuncture, the most 
perfect medel is a desideratem. 

Phe Anglo-Americans have doubtless several that are 
in high estimation ; but none of them that are evidence 
of complete science in the construction ; for in the com- 
position of them all, there is, more or less, an alloy of 
that less pure metal, law, discretionary as we = as funda- 
mental; which is a defect not ound in thenewly-brought- 
to-light polity of England, as exhibited in the Major’ S 
book, where it shincs in its pristine lustre and purity ; 
not only freed and purified from the sub stitutions and cor- 
ruptions of our Norman and subsequent rulers, as weil as 
the numberless tinkerings since the Revolution of 1688 
ni likewise from the alloy of law ef every description : 

nd, therefore, as the most perfect model existing, invi- 
eae the adoption ef Spain. Why, then, shall she not 
3 


adopt it ! 


iL Pa rt ‘ . — , , an | . ' 4- ais j 
Before entering 1) mV OWi pro} yer rey lew lpg iasn, f 


i 
have to state that my son, thinking that the r Hohe | his- 
tory of the book he sent might amuse me, hastily wrote 
as follows :—< According to rumour, (but, ber g On the 
66 i f Vv 1O% | hava ti » f; , abe ita the 
eye O my journey 4 hick yo me) Ime Or eis oe ining Lis ut) iahv 


“ truth) the work { send you took its origin from ‘the anti- 
“ quarlail discovery fam about to relate, and that what 
‘““may be esteemed the germ, or rather the text, on which 
‘“ the whole volume isa discourse, is an Inscription, in very 
‘legible Saxon characters on the surfaco-plate of an oval 
shield, live teet in length, which tae author, after much 
‘“digeiny and exploring had lately the good fortune to 
‘ discover, and which, as an invaluable treasure is now 
‘deposited in the British Museum. {t ts said that this 
“ shield was found within a small arched vault, several 

‘feet under ground, at a place catled Crayford, in Kent, 
“< where tradition reporisa Saxon castle to! have once stood. 
«© The vault should seem to have been a b 


urying place, or 
‘‘ rather the tomb of a single warrior, for the inte erlor was 
“little more than sufficient for one corpse, the skeleton of 


? 


“— 


et three inches in 
“length; buton exposure to the air it soon crumbied to 
“dust. ‘The same mouldering deeay had previously hap- 
“pened to the other parts of the body, as well as to the 
“substratum, o¢ frame of the shield, leaving nothing: per- 
‘fect but the metal plate and its rivets; which, h: owever 
‘with the inscription anda few graphic delineations are 


“which was there found, being 5 SIX tot 


- 


od 
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‘said to have suffered littl or notmae trom the destrueiive 


hand of time ; this imperishability beinvattributed to the 
circumstance of the plate and fastenings being of pure 
evold. 
‘‘ {forgot In its place to mention, that the stone work 
of this vault was granite, of extraordinary solidity, the 
blocks of stons being most compactly united, so that it 
cost great labour to effect an opening. 
{t is further related. that the letters of the in- 


sc.iption are all of a size, somewhat more than an 
inch long, and arranged in straight lines; that the 


verses are numbered, as wellas placed one above anoth.r, 


‘and botween graphic ven 3 ntati ons of two verpendi- 
' —_ spears; there being also above the verses a sword, 


and below them a bat! lo-axe, paraliel with tae fines 
of the verses, that is, horizontaily disposed, tae edzes 


f te ~m BEI EIN 3 Lyya ie > » mee . d £? nay way Pi 
of these weanons bene outwards : doubdtiess indieai:ne 


defence against enemies, and all thatis hitherto men- 
tioned being included witnia an ellipsis, whic: com- 
plot the partly literal and partiv typical desten. 
‘nis ellipsis is composed of twelve equi-distant stars 
of the same macrnitude, each havin five rays, one of 


W hig oe} 


. + . ; 1) , i t. a he , 
where is Insertbed the central verse. ‘Lhe periphery ot 


* : ; - } . ,° U 
yee ro a ‘ ~ ‘ > ‘ ¢ s 7s ) . ; 
rravs mMvariably points to the centre of t 


this ellipsis corresponding with that of the shield, be- 
comes an oval of tike prop ortions, but of smaller sime 
than the shield ilfself, producing the eifect of a tasteful 
border: and it Is renovked, that the execution of the 


whofe rlasy ys) Fit mapty mat pryalle: ” (Years aloo re | 
vv ciU0 1 iv Sic diy atid inn fs ad F | Vlithd?2 AFLTA hii e« wal SFAUICC , 


3 rc Om | 4 . > rs? om? i y aay ' > z ~ . ia i rs : i) - 4 ’ . 
tle i.) yet acl arana fore:dte expression. i mist notomil, 
oe. ] ‘. * ‘ ‘ } * vel by el 7 £>g» tj : . 
mit the figures 4—8-—9 placed, with considerable inter- 


~ ee } of +] , cin _ 7 a » ha th, lata 
vals, UNaer the VAaLtee-aXe, ree Ke SUDO or 15 He tie Gave 
ae 
’ 


\f +? 3 sa <a si . ae “artic inthe l. yy 
‘of tne interment, wirence 1 seems provagie taal ta 
’ 
{ 


& 
~ 
my sl ae | eres ae) Sea i. a, Oe 
at ol Afeneist, teader of those who, avout 


corpse was t 
the year 450, were the fisst founders ofan Anvlo-Saxon 
state in this island, and, as a! Ao} 
co paity of KK mu : for in the fonr hundred aud ei rnty- 
ninth yenr of the Christian a that warrior — 

PS.“ The textahove mentioned, as you _— find, 1 ot, 
ig the clerical manner, pretixed to the discourse, tent 
after a preliminary disseria atl on, is af a 85, vires WOVeR 
in the composition.” Such, Mir. iuditor, 13 my son's cocu- 


3 


munication. 


Should these rumours white hat reached my son prove 


real facts, doubtless the Ar nbiquie rian Soctety will adorn 
their next volume with the fae simile of this curious 
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shield, and enrich it with a scientific elucidation of whrat 
this interesting relic sets before the eye; for indeed. 
without being superstitious, a recovery of so precious & 
vem of antiquity, conveying real instruction, might, at 
this eritical juncture, augur something favourable to our 
country, should the penman of such an elucidation he 
gifted with classic erudition and taste, anda due pro- 
portion of patriot sensibility, he might gratify the people 
of England with a digression to the Palladium of Troy. 

and the Ancilium of Rome. According to the pagat 
oracles, the Palladium, you know, was sent down from 
heaven, and dropped near the tent of Las, while that 
prince was occupied in erecting and fortifying the citadel 
of Hium, and on the preservation of this Pa alladium was 
to depend the safety of Troy ; but being stalen by certain 
sptes of the beseigers, who were thought to have bribed 
the governor of the citadel, the city was taken, sacked 
and raised from the site on w hich it stood ; and would long 
since have been cousigned to oblivion, had it not been 
immortalized by Homer. 

The Anciltim or sacred shield of Rome, is said in like 
manner to have descended trom heaven, in aid of Numa. 
By that peace-loving law-giver it was carefully deposited 
in a temple dedicated to Vesta, diughter of Saturn, which 
temple the legislator built for its reception. the form ot 
the temple being a circle, emblematic of e ternity ; ; for as 
Numa learned from his instructiess, the ape eeria, 
that the fate of Rome was to depend on the » \acilium’s 
preservation he thus hoped to reider it pe rpetaat. tie 
moreover instituted an order of priests tor the Ancilium’s 
guardians ; and it ts remarkable that these guardians we 
in number twelve, which is the number of an Lost be 
Jury, as well as of the cneircling stars on this Anzlo- 
Saxon shield, which doubtless are a typification of that 
institution. 

That circumstance, combined with the other particulars. 
all strictly literal or truly typical of the several parts of 
our constitution, present to the imagitationa simple offurt 
ofinfant art that powerfully arrests our attention and claims 
our regard ; for what is the whole composition, buta lucic 
description and speaking symbol of our genuine polity as 
the same is clearly explained and iTlustrated | inouranthor’s 
pages! For, as the serses are literally copied, as my son 
says, in page 85 of the work, there we find as in the 
central part of the shield, the five eutire elements of our 
constitution. These it seems on the shield are seen tuclosed 
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on afi sides within weapons of military defence ; and the 
whore encircled by twelve stars, emblems of our civil de- 
fence inthe trial by jury. 

The elements in the abstract are, first, principles ; se- 
second, armsbearing ; third, legislation ; fourth, indica- 
ture ; and fifth, magistracy ; the first being tae intellec- 
tual and moral basis of the system : the last, its mechani- 
eal agency ; whereas the three intermediate elemeuts are 
the grand means of se!f-preservation to the body-poli- 
tic in general, and to each individual member or person 
in particular. Wherefore these three elements, the second, 
third, and fourth, are, as our author remarks, the vital 
essence of our constitution. Here, Mr. Editor, [ must 
supply what my son hes omitted to remark—that what ap- 
pears on the shield, ts not strictly what in the dialect of 
the heralds is styled an armorial bearing. Perhapsit comes 
more within the oe of the medalist’s word, le- 
gend. Be that however a3 it may, ‘tis In part hteral, amd 
in part typical, [é 1s pelboith able that, by a justifiable li- 
cense of the Anglo Saxon artist, whose objects were evi- 
dence and instruction, hein some particalars uses a double 
language for conveying his meaning ; reiterating by his 
tvpes of weapons and of stars, what he had hetore Nte- 
rally expressed in his second, and fourth verses. This 
no bolder license than those of the poet and the rhetori- 
clan, WO occasionally name a part to express a whole sys- 
tem or combination, and a CEVST 3 0 it has a great ad- 
vantage, by first intellectually addressing the wnderstand- 
MDa, and then by suitable miaves ais ain appealing to the 
eye 5 thereby powerfully tmprcssing - memory. 

Vhis surely is more tobe admired than the barbarous 
devices, the monstrous figuzes, and Parmar toe symbols of 
the Egyptians ; apd gre atly to be preferred to the licentious 
fictions of the Greek or Roman poetical God-makers, who 
sometimes feigned one and the s — din ‘Initly to be of one 
owendcer, Ss! ometimes of the other, and sometime even of both. 
Hence \ we see in the double language of this Anglo Saxou 
shield, by writing and by syinbol, a precision which in tine 
typical remains of Bey pt, Greece, or Rome, we shall seek 
in vain. For the entire of our polity being comprized in five 
elements, our author apheaai 5 in corroboration a passage 
from Oceana, where the learned il: woe yion lays it dowu, 
that “ every Government consist: live ie >’ and fo 
proving that tn his five elem« ih re is nothing one 
lag, nothing superfluous,” oan re UO), our author's argu- 
ments and illustrations appear to be icontrovertible. 
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It may be asked, how came this Anelo saxon shicld in 
a rude and iron ave of poverty to be plated with gold /— 


[In answer, if is to be noted, that much of th 


yreclouws 
metals had been left in this island by the Romans, a nd bak 
a small quantity of gold was us ed on this oceasion. tt 
does credit then to the sagacity of a people who had te- 
cently founded their simple sy: tem of Governmen 
perishable principles, that for 7 coating 
tuey selected the most imperishable of metals. Bosides, 
tradition might have informed these Anglo Saxons, thai, 
for solemn services and ceremonies, voldea shields had in 
mitch earlier times been in use, since Solomon had for such 
cecasions two hundred targets and three hundred siieids 
of beaten gold ; and nearer their times the Roman Mum- 
MIU, presented to the temple of Jupiter Olympius one- 

id-twenty gull shields. 


Cc) 


rom 


Now, Sir. although this Angio Saxon shield has, by 


a resurrection, come forth from the ve earth, where it lay 
buried more than thirteen centuries, our author, with ra- 
er better authority than ilus or i derives from hea- 
en the principles it proc ee . indeed the first of the 
five elements, namely “ those principles of truth and mo- 
rality on which political iberty and soca! order depend,” 
iS evidently of heavenly origin; (page 85) aid it is after- 
wards observed (page he that‘ as the peineipies of 
trath and morality are cmanations from the deity, they 
lmnply religion.” 
De Lolme, comparing the Roman with the Engh: 
sorship, for thre > preservation of morals and social orde:, 
shows that the former, by beinw in tue I i | 
tracy was not eg inefiectual but dangerous; Waereas 
in the latter case, by beg in the hands of the publi, i 


“ 


j ,° 4 , ys ‘7 ' ‘ 4 > ¢ 4? 

eflicacions and safe. So we may perceive tnat, as th 
: PP Ay ") ! } ‘ s ’ - ' * 12 » i ¥' y ne} ‘ 
pilladvm of Vroy,and the aneilewm of Rome, beiag mer 


fictions and frands of specious politicians, but Cwhethe 
pious or not) real impostors ; and bel; also rid:cutoush 
committed to the custody of a few wo.nen and ortost: 
proved delusions instead of securities fo those iaor 


. ; 34 } i; rs ° srha ti we ¢ a) ' i¢ j Was ft ? 
and superstitious DAabvlons « Wirereas EF _% P : a’ ag Ad Ui uUts 
— ae | + a ‘4 , ° 
constitution of Kng@lans 


. : > 
bited on that ancient shicld, being truly au emanation 
from the eternal ‘ea as Wellas by inheritance: consigecd 
to the guard List hip the care, and KCC DI * tha w 
people, W iO are (heren) re HUPOU Uialy Cia ily to ear Y 


arms, to make tiely own lows by PEpPFOse ntalive Geplitics, 
and to apply those laws | VY Pepi reseutative yur yrs, hath in 


~ 
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if every requisite for a duration as long as the earth itself 
shall endure; and the experience of more thau thirteen 
seeaiies is evidence, that, although violated by tvrants, 
perverted by corrapi functiouaries, or even buried for 
ages, If can sever be destroyed, so long as reason and a 
sense of sclf-preservation shall have existence. 

In sddition to the short quotations already made, per- 
aps the nature ana object of the work under considera- 
tion may be gathored from the mere mottos which speak 


+ | 34) , 
Wy ari Ulvit 
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binere iS noting so 


: Sn tir-and At a+rwrl’ biseét, oe ees ee Ant Pr 
much t2ikKea it And £O Lilie understood Lf} thy) COUAaLPY . 


6‘ ac th, mo414 i g 42 By ge m4 
as the eenstitution. ’—PIELDING. 
QS Ar): ‘ NI ‘avant aR - -« ‘ nanetatnter ea a4 
rec yd, ‘No such thine as a constitution exists In 
PahiV raid. i ust Vid! ey Fee’: a tOrTrin OO: SOV Ielhk 
cn f ree & / « .ct ’ oor ~ 4 4 “ ie at. o8 ; ‘ : 
if throw (z ConMstibitas De? , cLelts CORStLGLCS IUS@il With Vbal 


! 


powers if ploases. A eenstitution is nota thing in name 


H > y , Pe cae aoe ’ 4 ‘i vt i . ° 
only. but in fact. ff 1s ne an idea. put a real existence : 
| ‘ oe : ‘ > . ¢ } " lowe I il or a’ " mes 4 
‘ and whenever if cannot be produced, fRrere es none., 


“« Can Mr. Burke produce the Enelish constitation ?’— 
PAINE. 

Third, “ Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all 
‘ things ye are too stporstilieus: for, as b passea by and 
beheld vour devotions, | foun an attar with this m- 
“¢ g6 ription— No tne unknown God. Vv hom, the refore, ve 
“ Ignorantly worshio, Fézm deelare b unto you.’—PAUL 
OF ‘TARSUS. 

Now, lr. Editor, judging from an attentive perusal 
this instructive volume, it may be observed, that, had noi 
the author been too modest for such lanenaze, he peat 
ina fourth motto. have said-—* Ye men o! oucaiore: | per- 
‘ceive that, in politics, yo are superstitions worshippers ot 
‘an uncomorehenced something,—-a mis leading 1zNIs 
‘ fatuus that betrays your ste ps: for, as | consultea your 
‘devotion to sound prince ciples loosely scatiered ii your 
‘ records, and carefully ésiieiened them with the spuriots 
‘institutions and erroneous practices ve tolerate, [ found 
‘that, to your earthly ruin and moral degradation, ve 
‘ worship an unknown constitution. What, therefore, ve 
: ignorantly worship, ¢hat declare I unto you.’ This, | 
repeat, Is language whieh the author n ‘ight have used in 
his title-page, for it would. liave been justified by his 
work. 

By a comparison between the original and the eounter- 
feit, any one will understand, ehy the Holy Alhance 
became so cnamoured of the Euglish ¢enis futuus, ns to 
recommend a polity of fico chambers to France. Nanle 
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Portugal, and Spain, as a convenient institution. The 
present work, however, by exhibiting the genuine Eng- 
lish polity in a simplicity and purity that convinces the 
tmderstanding and stirs the heart, is emine nily calevlated 
to attract the attention and give a rneght direction to the 
writings of the literati of those continenial nations which 
aspire to the dignity and felicittes of freedom: as well as 
to excite their p: atriots and warriors to suecessful efforts 
for the utter extinction of tyranny and its absurdities, by 
similar const‘intions. 

As it is written, that ‘ a prophet hath no honour in his 
own country,’ (John iy. 44,) so it may be with a patriot 
politician who stands aloof from all factions: and other 
vations may respect his counsels, before they stall find 
favour in his own. Should this, in the case before us, 
eee. the excellence of our genvine constiiption may 
then shine too bright to be longer disregarded. Then, 
and perhaps not till then, the work under consideration 
may in England be daly appreciated, and contribute to 
work out the salvation of the authors “‘ own country!” 
A Vandyke knew not the intelligence beaming in his own 
expressive countenance, nor could have leit of it an inter- 
— pieture, had he not secn it sj reflect GN in @ mirror. 

/ithout alludi ng to my son’s lJetier, ] may add, that our 
om political reviewing soldier, f1a\ he py anliquarlan re- 
searches of a new character and fashion, reeovered, as | 
deem, an unmulijated and inestimable treasure, of whieh 
a base cgunterfeit had for seven centuries heen mistaken 
for the original ; and having thus browr)st to light a potity 
of all possible simplicity and unrivalied excellence, and 
one whieh, fortunately for mankind, any nation that has 
a constitution io seek, or to amend, may adopt; if remains 
to be seen whether our investigating author, or the Bour- 
bon reviewer, will have moastinfluence towards causing the 
production of a new cca Constitution, on a durable 
foundation; while between the competitors there is this 
difference, that the system brought to light by our re- 
viewing author tends to increase a thou: sand fold the dift- 
culties of the Bourbon reviewer; whereas that Bourbou’s 
system diminishes a thousand fold the obstacles of au 
adoption of that which our author recommends. It may, 
indeed, be said, that nothing could either have been desired 
or invented, more propitious fo an adoption in Spain of 
the polity recommended, than the Bourbon invasion ; 
since nothing within the compass of infernal ingenuity, 
could have roused the indigoation of the Spanish people, 
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or could) se effectually have compelled them to a root-and- 
ranch nddapee of ihe last reomant of despotism ; nor 
could have favoured them with so strong a reason, or so 
ood an opportunity, for securing to themselves an entire 
new constitution on the bestewyisiing model. 

Viewing thingsin this ight, the patriots of all the other 
furopean nations wiieh most conspicuously thirst after 
the nehis of man. may pow behold the simple form of a 
coustituticn, whieh is nol ty the surest means of well- 
Deming to one inaividual state, bni alse best adapted to a 
benebcial rontoderalion of states. 

Such a confederation of free and enhehtiened countries, 
such as —— fea: Jialy, Spain, and Portugal. 
Daancipy agaist pyOaS alliance of barbarian dexpo- 
tisins and their enslaved kdaeails ncies, world jndeed consti- 
tute that grand desideratum of diplomacy—a Ba ance of 
Power, never yet realized! Thus also the several parts 
of now divided and jealous daly, might have beth separate 
and united freedom ; and stil, as a whole, become a mem- 
ber of the 2eserai contede racy here suggesicd. 

that ever-restless movster, Whese many mouths speak 
blasphemy. and whose sia tails bear scorpions’ stings, 
—ithe impious allinnee—once ehaised down in a siate of 
Peace, )t must shortly die for want of its nourishment—- 
foreiyn war. Its native slaves would then become ax an- 
testine and mortal disee se. ‘Xe nviifions of these witvess- 
ing the | hap /piMess of neigibonring free men, and feebng 
the curse of bung samuate mliy preved on by a few royal 
tigers, the -y would become hunters in their turn, and chas. 
away or destroy those ravenous feeders on hnoman Nesh 
which mountains of it cannot satiate: and those Jappers 
of hunan bleed, which oceans of Ht cannot quench. 

(UINTILIANUS Powrricus. 
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SPANISH AFFAIRS. 








The French have at jast received a check which must 
fead to the most important consequences; as being calcu- 
Jated to rouse the hostihiy whieh every nation must feel 
towards an invader, into something more than a moral 
resistance to his progress. 

In order to Yorma judgment of the affairs that have 


taken place, i! may ve proper io notice the condition and 
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relative position of the town. On the 15th alt. Corannes 
hada garrison of 3,560 men, and in addition to this, be- 
tween 6 and 7,090 Spanish troops were posted in the 


vieinlty at a place cailed El Burgo, near the bridge over 


the Mero, and in the villages on the road Icading to St. 
Ja The fact is, the positions of the army of Galicia 


ah <7 ©, 1 -¢ »} ¥? Sa c , . , . 
ii@ above date, exacily fie same as tnose held 


Teas) 
were, att 
by Sir John Moore on the 15th, 16th, aud 7th of Janua- 
ry, 1809, and at t:e tim» he was retreating before th 
French, positions which he had selected for the purpose 
of covering the embarkation of his troops. Generals 
Quiroga and Wilson were then daily expecting the ad- 


vance of the French, ahd as it now turns out with just 


t 


reason, and a determination to defend the surrounding hills 
and ground between the liiero and the town, on the prin- 
ciple that if once abandoned, the city would be exposed 


to a galling fire, in case the French were able to bring up 


artillery; bnt wath which, nevertheless, it was well known 


they were scantily provided. Corunna iS surrounded by 

two ranges of hills,in the form of an amphitheatre, the 
lowest nearest the town, and the higher about four miles 
distant. With so small a force, it would be necessary to 
abandon the exterior heights to the French, as otherwise 


particularly on ae left flank, the cuemy might have 


been able to penetrate to Corunna or oceupy the inner po 
sition, by which means any advanced force would be turned. 
Such then would be the position of the two armies the 
moment the French advanced; and if any cannonading 
took place on the 15t*, it must have been directed again: 
the village of El Burgo; but the idea of the Vrene' 
bombarding the town, if Corinna is meant, is rediculous, 
not only on account of their distance on the 1éth, but 
becanse they were not provided with mortars to th 
shells ; and if they had. there was no time to mount them 


The fact is, thev could not have cannonzdéed Corunna, 
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unless they had been in possession of the heights of St. 
Lucia, precisely the same the Spanish army was posted 
to defend ; and before they could have gained them, some 
hard fighting must have taken place. 

Extract of a letter from Corunna, July 16.—“ In con- 
sequence of its being known here that a body of the French 
army, consisting of from eight to ten thousand men, was 
advancing against this city, preparations were made here 
with great dispatch to defend this place. The garrison, 
consisting of fifteen hundred regular troops, some militia, 
a considerable number of volunteers, and several foreign 
and English ofilrcers of distinction, marched out from here 
and took up a strong position in the neighbourhood, with 
a view of intercepting the advance of the enemy. Among 
them were Sir Robert Wilson and Colonel Light, whose 
exertions in forming and improving the troops in this 
place have been most useful and conspicuous. The whole’ 
of the forces were under the direction of General Quiroga, 
and on the 15th instant the French commenced a sudden 
and violent attack upon them with a very great superiority 
of force; anda most desperate and stubborn contest 
comr-enced. The great superiority of the enemy, how- 
ever, cendered a resistance of any long duration impossible 
on the part of the Spaniards, and they were ultimately 
obliged to retire within our fortifications, which they did 
in good order, pursued by the enemy, even to within the 
reach of the cannon, which opened upon the-French forces, 
and caused them great loss—In this engagement, we la- 
ment to say Sir Robert Wilson was wounded in the lower 
part of his thigh, but the wound has been dressed, and is 
doing well. It is not of so serious a nature as to prohibit 
his continuing to take an active part in the defence of the 
place. Colonel Light, who acted in the capacity of Aid-de- 
camp toGen. Wilson, was severely wounded, we under- 
stand from report in two places, but is also doing well, 

No. 5, Vol. XI. 
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though, of course incapacitated from making any further ex- 
ertions. On the retreat of the Spanish troops the enemy 
advanced towards the city, and have commenced a very 
heavy cannonade, which is yet continuing, and is returned 
by the garrison; but from the, great superiority of the 
enemy we entertain fears that the French will ultimately 
prevail. Their loss has hitherto‘been very considerable, 
consisting, as far as report can be trusted, of three or 
four hundred killed, and about five hundred wounded:— 
The loss on our part has not been much ; the officers have 
much exerted themselves, and several have been wounded, 
some severely. Some ofthe inhabitants are taking refuge - 
on board the shipping, and :some vessels have sailed in 
ballast, having several passengers for England and else- 
where. Up to the moment of writing this (9 P.M.) the 
firing continues with increased violence on both sides, and 
the greatest confusion reigns among us. 

Extract of a letter from Paris, July 22.—The French 
ministerial papers of yesterday mention the fact of a flag 
of truce having been sent into Cadiz to require the Cortes. 
to surrender and to offer them terms, but they do not say, 
what was the answer. Their silence was supplied by 
various reports, and I am assured the reply of Valdez was. 
to the following purport :—The Cortes will listen to no 
terms, and will, for the future, receive no flags of truce. 
They will all perish rather than sacrifice one atom of their 
dignity ; and if they cannot maintain themselves in Cadiz 
they are resolved to embark for America, carrying the 
King, the Royal Family and all the Regalia with them. If 
when they have done this they cannot escape the French 
fleet, they are resolved to sink the vessels which bear 
them, and thus to place beyond the power of French 
tyranny the King, the Government, and the Representa- 
tives of the Spanish nation.—It is also said in Paris, that 
the situation of the Royal Family, this determination of 
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the Cortes, and the appointment of the Regency at Madrid, 
have occasioned a great deal of discussion between the 
English and French Governments. Notes are exchanged 
almost daily by our Ambassador and the French. Minister 
for foreign affairs. Our Government seems. to be in an 
awkward situation, and it is angry with the French Mi- 
nistry for bringing it into the dilemma. 


A letter from Madrid, after describing the state of the: 


parties in Spain, and reckoning what he terms the violent 
Constitutionalists, as having in their ranks at least eighty 
thousand combatants, including the garrisons of thirty 
fortresses, which are in their possession, proceeds. to no- 
tice the military state of Spain. “ It cannot bedenied,” 


says he, “ that the French army is in what military’ men 


calla false position, because any serious check might lead 
to the necessity of evacuating-the capital, and abandoning 
Andalusia. There is no «doubt that the force of: Bourde- 
soulle, which is sixteen thousand men, including the Roya- 
lists, is sufficient for the present to blockade Cadiz ; but it 


is necessary to keep, Ballasteros in check, who,’ after put- 


ting Alicant and Carthagena,in a state of defence, and 


leaving ‘a division of three thousand-men on the right of 


the Ilucar, has marched towards Grenada with eight thou- 
sand men: another Constitutional . division of: four thou- 
sand men is in the province of. Cuenca ;. its guerillas en- 


tered Serno Sierra, the province of Madrid, and almost to 
the gates of-the capital: the Royalist division of Bessieres,’ 
which.was sent'to combat it, has been completely beaten,, 


near Cuenca, and it has been necessary to send Freneh 
troops to support him, while others left Madrid four days 


ago for Ciudad Real,-and Talavera, so that our garnson. 


amounts to little more than two thousand infantry and four 
hundred horse, French troops : and a body of one thou- 
sand men, Spanish’ Royalists, which is organising, but 
which will. be hardly formed into a regiment, unless the 
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Duke’s treasury pays the expense. Badajoz is in a respec- 
table state of defence, and the allied column of one thou- 
sand five hundred men, which has sought to blockade it, 
has not been able to effect its purpose. This fortress has 
become the point d’apput of various guerillas which scour 
Andalusia, and Estremadura, while Ciudad Rodrigo pro- 
tects the Constitutionalists of Old Castille, the guerillas 
of which daily attack Salamanca, Zamora, and Toro, 
make excursions on the banks of the Douro, and in the 
plains of Valladolid, and seek merely to keep the people 
in check, and to harrass the garrisons and columns of the 
allied troops.”” The communications between the Portu- 
guese Cabinet amd the Regency at Madrid:are very fre- 
quent, and it seems there is an intention of forming, on 
the banks of the Minho, an expedition to act against the 
Constitutionalists of Galicia, the command of which, it 
- is said, will be given to Count Amarante. A kind of Spa- 
nish Committee of the faith has been formod, with a view 
to excite an insurrection in the provinces of Fuy and Orense. 
The Constititisnai corps which guarded the entrance 
of the Asturias have been diminished by desertion, and 
obliged to yield, after some combats; about 700 have retired 
towards Poles ; the rest to Galicia. Some bands in Soria 
and Rioja are too weak to oppose the Royalist columns, 
chiefly composed of National Guards, some of them com- 
manded by Priests.—The three provinces and Navarre are 
tranquil. The accounts from Arragon confirm the march 
of Molitor towards Murcia, and say it will be difficult for 
that General to maintain himself in so extensive a line,— 
Ballasteros has experienced some desertions in his retreat, 
and it is said to be the Duke’s plan to send against him all 
the troops that can be spared, in hopes of destroying him 
in Andalusia. 
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